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“Policy Documents to Keep College Plastic Free”

Introduction:

The College recognizes the urgent need to address the environmental challenges
posed by plastic pollution. In alignment with national and global cfforts to combat
this issue, the institution is committed to implementing the "Beat the Plastic
Pollution" policy to create a sustainable and eco-friendly campus:

Policy Objectives:

a. To minimize the use of single-use plastics on campus.

b. To promote awareness and education on plastic pollution and its environmental
impact.

¢. To encourage sustainable alternatives to plastic materials.

d. To establish proper waste management practices for plastic waste.

¢. To foster a culture of responsibility and environmental stewardship among
students, faculty, and stafT.

The Steps Involved in the Activity: Implementing the "Beat the Plastic Pollution”
policy in the college involves a series of steps aimed at reducing plastic usage and
promoting a sustainable and cco-friendly campus. The policy focuses on
encouraging the use of alternatives like steel glasses, stecl trays, and reusable
bottles. Below are the steps involved in the activity:

Policy Introduction and Communication:

Begin by officially introducing the "Beat the Plastic Pollution" policy to the
college community. Clearly communicate the objectives, benefits, and expectations
associated with the policy. Ensurc that students and teachers understand the
importance of reducing plastic usage for environmental sustainability.
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Identify Alternatives:

Identify and introduce alternatives (o single-use plastic items. In this case, the
focus is on replacing disposable plastic glasses and trays with steel glasses and
steel trays. Additionally, encourage the use of still (non-plastic) water bottles and
lunch boxes.

Provide Infrastructure Support:

Ensure that the necessary infrastructure is in place to support the transition. This
may involve providing steel glasses and trays in cafeteria and dining arcas,
installing water dispensers for refilling still water bottles, and creating designated
spaces for storing reusable lunch boxes.

Educational Campaigns:

Conduct educational campaigns to raise awareness about the environmental impact
of plastic pollution. Use posters, flyers, and digital channels to provide information
on the benefits of using steel alternatives and the detrimental effects of single-use

plastics.
Motivate Students and Teachers:

Motivate students and teachers to actively participate in the initiative. Encourage
them to bring their own still water bottles and reusable lunch boxes. Implement
motivational strategies such as rewards or recognition for individuals or classes

that consistently adhere to the plastic-free practices.
Collaborate with Student Organizations:

Collaborate with student organizations, environmental clubs, or sustainability
groups to involve students in the planning and execution of anti-plastic initiatives.
This fosters a sense of ownership and community involvement in the sustainability
cfforts.
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Organize Workshops and Seminars:

Conduct workshops and seminars on sustainable living, emphasizing the
importance  of  reducing plastic consumption. Invite  guest speakers,
environmentalists, or experts to share insights and experiences related to plastic
pollution and sustainable alternatives.

Regular Monitoring and Feedback:

Establish a system for monitoring the implementation of the policy. Regularly
assess the usage of plastic alternatives, collect feedback from students and
teachers, and make adjustments as needed. Continuous monitoring helps identify
challenges and opportunities for improvement.,

Celebrate Milestones:

Celebrate milestones and achievements in reducing plastic usage. Recognize
individuals or groups that have made significant contributions to the initiative.
Celebrations can create a positive atmosphere and inspire continued commitment

to the cause.
Periodic Policy Evaluation:

Periodically evaluate the effectivencss of the "Beat the Plastic Pollution" policy.
Assess the overall reduction in plastic usage, environmental impact, and the level
of engagement from the college community. Use the findings to refine and enhance
the policy for long-term sustainability.

By following these steps, the college can create a culture of sustainability and
environmental consciousness, contributing to the larger goal of mitigating plastic
pollution and fostering a more eco-friendly campus.

Single-Use Plastic Reduction:

a. Ban the use of single-use plastic water bottles on campus. Install water refill
stations to encourage the use of reusable bottles.
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b. Prohibit the distribution of plastic straws, cutlery, and stirrers in campus
facilitics. Promote the use of biodegradable or reusable alternatives.

¢. Encourage vendors and food outlets on campus to adopt eco-friendly packaging
and minimize the use of plastic containers and bags.

Awareness and Education:

a. Integrate environmental education modules into the curriculum to raise
awareness about plastic pollution and its consequences.

b. Organize workshops, seminars, and awareness campaigns throughout the
academic year to educate the college community about the impact of plastic on the
environment.

Promotion of Sustainable Alternatives:

a. Support and promote the use of eco-friendly materials for events, conferences,
and promotional items.

b. Establish partnerships with suppliers and vendors who prioritize sustainable and
environmentally friendly products.

Waste Management:

a. Implement a comprehensive waste segregation system on campus, with specific
bins for plastic waste.

b. Collaborate with local recycling facilities to ensure proper disposal and
recycling of plastic waste.

¢. Encourage the creation of student-led initiatives for plastic waste reduction and
recycling projects.

Monitoring and Evaluation:

a. Establish a committee responsible for monitoring the implementation of the
“Beat the Plastic Pollution" policy.
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b. Conduct regular audits to assess the effectiveness of plastic reduction initiatives
and identify areas for improvement.

¢. Collect feedback from the college community and adjust the policy as needed.
Compliance and Enforcement:
a. Develop clear guidelines and procedures for enforcing the policy.

b. Implement consequences for non-compliance with the policy, including fines or
other appropriate measures.

Review and Revision:
a. Conduct regular reviews of the policy to ensure its relevance and effectivencess.

b. Revise the policy as needed to incorporate new technologies, best practices, and
changing environmental considerations.

Conclusion:

The College is committed to taking proactive steps in the fight against plastic
pollution. Through the implementation of this policy, we aim to create a
sustainable and environmentally conscious campus community that contributes to
the broader goal of a cleaner and healthier planet.

Evidence of Success:
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